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BIG BUCKS AND PINK THRONES: THE 
MOST OVER-THE-TOP BAR MITZVAHS 
IN RECENT HISTORY 

ALINA DAIN SHARON! JOINTMBlIA lENS SERVICE 

A chocolate factory, a $27,000 gown, and 
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'M Itzvahpalooza.' 

(DoYoflload this story in Microsoft Word format hI.rlI..) 

Young Benjamin Fiedler just returned from a lavish Titanic-therned 

party held logically, though maybe v.ith a note of morbidity, on a 

cruise ship. This was simply the bar mitzvah of his friend Arnie 

Stein. As Benjamin also prepares to turn thirteen, he can barely 

read his haftorah v.tlile trying to figure out v.tlat it means to become 

a man. Maanv.tlile, his parents nearly drive themselves crazy in an 

attempt to outdo Stein's event by renting Dodger Stadium for 

Benjamin's party. The ensuing events resun in hilarity. 

W this sounds familiar, it is either because it's the plot of the 2006 

film "Keeping Up With The Steins," or it rings all too true v.ith your 

personal observations. Simple synagogue gatherings or house 

parties v.ith bubbe as the caterer are now a thing of the past. Most 

bar/bat mitzvahs fit more comfortably in the "extravaganza" 

category, but in recent years, some have bloYofl the rest right out of 

the water. 

Here are the top five most ridiculous bar/bat mitzvahs in recent 

years: 

5. Ooomplty 000 

For a child that was particularly into "Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory," a re-creation of the factory itself is v.tlat he got. Pat 

James, a New York City event planner, recalled in a 2005 

Washington Post interview. "We had a purple suit made for him. 

and wa hired these people to be Oompa Loompas and they carne 

out and danced. We had these trees v.ith candy all over them, v.ith 

signs that said 'Do not eat.' n was fantastic." 

4. A bar mitzvah on lockdown 

Financial scam artist Tuvia Stern hosted a bar mitzvah party for his 

son-get this-from behind bars. He used his oYofl kosher caterer 

to feed 60 guests and entertained them in the jailhouse gym. "n's 

outrageous v.tlat transpired," said at least one objecting official 

according to the New York Post. And yet corrections officers ""re 

actually paid over-time for the extra hours it took to "supervise" this 

party. 

3. Mixing business with bar mitzvah 

Consider the Ridinger family. Bet mitzvah girl Amber \Wre a 

$27,000 Dolce & Gabbana gOYofl and $100,000 crystals at her 

party at the Miami Beach club the Forge, reported MTV. The 

guests walked into the venue on a pink carpet and partied to 

musical entertainment by Ja Rule and Ashanti. The club's celiar 
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_II lranBforrr&d InID a "candy land" v.flh chocolats colored drapas, 

"Wall, diarmndll ara a girt'll bast friand; Ambar Ridingar said, Let's 

not forgat that every party can t. a bUII11IBSII opportunity, The 

aighth-gradar took care to debut her lina of club cIothaII, GoSIIip, 

and har corrmsrcial pllrfurna, Arrbar fib. 13, 

Z ... r mltzYlh -rw.lts 

Jaff Zucker, forrr&r CEO of ro8CU'Iiwl'8lll, got Drake to lIing lit hill 

son', bar rritzvlh for II I'llIatiYeIy "reuonabW' priolo in comparillon 

to the $1 million Zucker almost shelled out for II perforn-ance by 

Kanye west.. Clearly, everyone hu IIrNIII. From sushi lind rw:k or 

larl'tl to asparagus and srmlald salrmn, this 1'ea&t 'MIS a culinary 

heaven, the New York PoIt reporllld. ZUCker entertained hll guests 

WIll II photo booth, II bracelet-making lounge and an IPaclltation 

Yklere averyone could t.v.eet to the \WrId about the greatMt party 

on eerth In rell time. r. an avent gueN WII remerl'tler every Ume 

they trot out In the pair of euetorrad Conwr. .neakel'll they 

received" gll'tll. 

:al," l,holD to dov.nload, Caption: Rapper 

60 cant racantly gracad the IIIaga at II bat mltz!tah that mada all 

othal'll pala In coll1lariBon. Cntdlt AIax Colllll) 

~ an IIVIInt that had jllWll dropping 8DnlIIII the oountry, 

m.lltimillionaira Long IIIland dafenH oonlnlctor David Ii Brooka 

bookad two "DOllS of a banquat l'acility for IhII mora-than-laviIIh bat 

mitzvah of his daught8r in 2006, the NawYork Ptm reported, 

Dubbed, "Mtzwhpaloo.za; Brooke had II stage built, brought in 

jurl'tlotrons, and inet:alled special carpeting for II concert most 

people \Wuld die far. 

Name,ln the lineup Included steYen Tyler and ..be Perry from 

A8rosrnth, The Eagllll' Don Henley and .be Wallh, FIeel\'IOod 

Mac', Steve Ncka, Tom Petty, and---«) the youngercrow:l coukl 

reoogniZlll II lew nall1lll too-OJ AM, Clara, and 50 Cent Kenny G 

serenlded the lIull8t8 on ux durtng cocktail hour. Apparently Tyler 

.nd Perry even tried to humor Brookf; \\hen he Jumped on .tage 

.nd derrended to let his nephew play the drurna, G~ left the 

event v.flh IPods and digital camel3ll In goodla bagII, 

The Iotal cost for tha biDlMlut? A 0001$10 million, Five yeBl1I later, 

BroOD_II found guilty of IlIIIldar trading and committing $185 

million fraud--uBlng his company, DH3 hdLJErtr1a&, to pay for hill 

In.,orgJ,,Allg-bu~nk-lml~tt.-mo.t-<IYW-lM-top-blir-mnzv.h,html .. 
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perBOnel BlIpIiIlBSll. At least his deughtar I'8llped BOmB of thB 

benefits? 

:al,", "holD to dov.nload. Caption: steven 

Tyler and Joe Peny from .... 1'OlI1Tith rmwd aida to allow David 

Brooks' nephllW. tum II the drul'llll during hill coul'lllin'8 bit 

rritz.wlh. Ci'ldit daigoolivll.) 

Whl!ltever kind of bar or bll rritz.wlh auitll your style, one thi"" is 

for lUre: I: Is dellnltely fUn to see hoW It·, (OCCMIoIMlIIy) done. 

AlIna 0aIn Sharol'J If the Auistanl EdItor or JoInlMedia He ... 

Serke. 

-"AlmCLE 

E-I ArIk'I to Fdlnd 
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